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Foreword

In the early 1990s my husband Adrian and | were researching the
family of James Chaloner Alabaster®. We found the career and character of
his youngest son, Chaloner fascinating as he made his way up the consular
ladder in Hong Kong and China — from junior interpreter to Consul General
and a knighthood. But we knew little about his older son Henry, except
that he served in Siam, now Thailand.

Adrian contacted the Thai Embassy in London from which we were
able to get in touch with Henry’s grandson, ACM Siddhi Savetsila. Some
time later we were excited to hear that Khun Siddhi and some of his family
were coming to London briefly and we had a merry meeting, courtesy of the
Thai ambassador.  Khun Siddhi promised to send us some papers from
which we could learn about Henry’s career, particularly a biography of
Henry written by his son, Thongkam. From this and other sources | was
able to write the chapter on Henry in Adrian’s “Quintet” - rather a thin
effort in the light of the information now available.

It is sad that Adrian did not live long enough to enjoy the hospitality
of Khun Siddhi and the family in Thailand, for which | am so grateful as
well as for all his help with family history. Nor was Adrian able to use this
opportunity to discover the full story of why Henry “crossed the river” into
the service of the King of Siam. It is written in the huge tomes of Foreign
Office records at the Public Record Office at Kew. | much enjoyed being a
reader in that amazing place; a voyage of discovery, bit by bit as
information was revealed.

Now we have John‘s fifth Occasional Monograph in which he has
most skilfully put together the different strands of Henry’s story including
the new material he has discovered. | congratulate John and thank him.
Again the Alabaster Society owes John a great debt of gratitude for his work
enabling us to learn about the lives of this remarkable family.

% See the family tree on p. Xiii.
IX



Angela Alabaster
March 2012



Preface

In what has been published to date about Henry Alabaster, virtually
nothing has explained why, after working for the British Foreign Office in
Siam (Thailand) up to the year 1869, he then (in 1873) entered into the
direct service of the King of Siam in whose employment he remained until
his death in 1884. The only, seemingly incongruous information we had
was that, when working for the British, he had fallen foul of the Siamese
auth%rities in an obscure wrangle about procedures concerning national
flags.

However, Angela Alabaster, who wrote the chapter on Henry in
Adrian book®, subsequently abstracted a considerable amount of relevant
material from Foreign Office papers, shedding much more light on the
mystery which we felt should be made more widely known. And although
the initial idea was simply to describe this seminal event in Henry’s career,
other new information became available about Henry’s life and offered the
opportunity to fill in other gaps in his biography.

Much of it is in the archive material that has been made available by
Nan Kenyon, a descendant of Henry’s aunt, Mary Ann Rebecca Alabaster
who married Henry Criddle (as shown on the partial family tree on p. xiii).
This includes Henry’s correspondence with his cousin, Percy Criddle which,
although already transcribed and published®®® had not yet been fully utilised
biographically.

Furthermore, a number of hitherto unpublished letters have also
recently come to light which relate particularly to Henry’s early years

® Archivist of King” College School via Adrian Alabaster.

¢ Adrian Alabaster (1999) A Quintet of Alabasters. Able Publishing, 259 pp.

¢ Laraine Hake (1999) Letters between cousins in the 19" century. Alabaster
Chronicle No. 13, The Alabaster Society, pp. 12-19.

¢ John S. Alabaster (2009) Henry Alabaster of Siam: Correspondence 1856-1884
and Career. Occasional Monograph No. 3, The Alabaster Society, 63 pp.
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abroad; they are transcribed in Appendix 1, together with others already
published of the same period since they clarify his movements to and from
Thailand at this time and highlight the beginning of a long relationship with
his young cousin, Percy who helped with importing goods into Thailand.
And then there were extracts from Percy Criddle’s diary kindly made
available by Myrna Paquette (also shown on the partial family tree on p.
Xiii), another descendant of Henry’s aunt Ann Rebecca which augmented
the story of their relationship.

With all this new information, the main objective of the present
work is simply to fill in some of the gaps in Henry’s life, rather than to
attempt a full-scale, comprehensive biography.

The sources of illustrations are specifically acknowledged, except
for Figs. 2, 4,5, 7, 14, 16, 21, 23, 24, 26, 28, 31, 32, 34, 36, 41, 43, 45, 46,
48, 50, 52-54, 59-61, 66, 69 and 70 which were obtained only through
Google.

As always, my thanks are due to my wife, Beryl for her ever
constructive criticism and encouragement.

John S. Alabaster
March 2012
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PARTIAL ALABASTER FAMILY TREE
Including members mentioned in the text

Mary Ann m Henry James Chaloner m Harriet Sophie Katherine m John

Rebecca Criddle  Alabaster Woodman Alabaster Greaves
Alabaster | d. 1857 1806-40 1807-40 b. 1814 d. 1879
1805-80

Percy Criddle charles HENRY m 1. Palacia Fahey  Chaloner
b. 1844 1833-65 1836-84 b. 1839 1838-98
Alice Elise |

m 2. Thai lady, nurse to one
of the princes of King
(Rama V) Chulalongkorn

Stuart Minerva Herbert James Charles  Edward Percy Ernest

b.1866 b.1869 b. 1870 b. 1872
Ann  Wesley 1
Kenyon | |
Thongkam/Tong Khun* m Klib Thongyoi/Tong Yoi*
Myrma Paquette  b. 28 June 1879 d. 1992 b. 1881
Praya Wanprukpicharn** Phra Kungsiboritek**

Savetasila***
Khun Siddhi Savetsila
* The English spelling is variable, as with many Thai names.

** Knighted by King Rama V
*** Given the family name Savetsila by King Rama VI, meaning ‘white stone’ or alabaster
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